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ANSWER KEY 

 

1. Write an essay on any 4 of the following in about 300 words each:    (4×20=80) 

(a) Contributions of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar on emancipation of Depressed Classes. 

 Indian Freedom Movement gave birth to many great leaders and Dr.Bhim Rao Ambedkar was one of 

them. Dr Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar was born on 14th April, 1891 in a small town at MhowCantt near 

Indore in Mahar caste, which is known as untouchable caste in Maharashtra.He began to get a taste of 

the bitter reality of being born as untouchable. 

After doing High School from Satara (Maharashtra) in 1907, Ambedkar got admission in Elphinstone 

College, Bombay. He was given ‗Gayakwad scholarship‘ by Maharaja Gayakwad of Baroda for his 

study in college and with this scholarship itself, he got admission in Columbia University, USA and did 

his M.A. from there in 1915. 

He was the first Indian among untouchables who went abroad for higher education. He got PhD in 1917 

from Columbia. In 1916, after submission of his PhD thesis, he went to London for the study of law and 

also took admission in London School of Economics and Political Science for the study of economics. 

In 1921, he got the degree of Master of Science and also PhD on his thesis entitled, ―The Problem of the 

Rupee‖ from London University. Simultaneously, he did Bar at Law. 

In 1923, Ambedkar started his law practice and also devoted himself for the upliftment of Dalits 

(depressed class) and poor. In 1930, he became the president of the All India ^Depressed Class 

Association. In 1936, he formed an Independent Labour Party, which later on turned into All India 

Scheduled Castes Federation. 

On 7th August, 1942, Ambedkar became the member of the Council for Governor General. In his 

chairmanship, the Constitution of India was drafted. On 3rd August, 1949, he took the char ge of the 

Law Minister in the Government of India. In 1955, he formed Bharatiya Buddha Mahasabha. 

Ambedkar always felt that the depressed class has no honour in the Hindu religion which also reflects in 

his writings and actions. 

Writings of Ambedkar: 

1. The Untouchables, Who are they? 

2. Who were the Shudra? 

3. States and Minorities 

4. Emancipation of the Untouchables 

5. Annihilation of Caste 

Concept of Dalit: 

Generally, the word Dalit includes those who are designated in administrative parlance as Scheduled 

Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs) and Other Backward Classes (OBCs). However, in common 

political discourse, the term Dalit is so far mainly referred to Scheduled Castes. 

The term ‗Scheduled Caste‘ was used for the first time by the British in Government of India Act, 1935. 

Prior to this, the untouchable castes were known as depressed classes in public discourse. Mahatma 

Gandhi gave them the name Harijan – man of God. Gandhi himself did not coin the name. He borrowed 

the name from a Bhakti saint of the 17th century – Narsimh Mehta. 
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Traditionally, according to the Hindu code of conduct, the untouchables were placed at the bottom of 

hierarchy and had different names in different parts of the country. They were called Shudras, 

Atishudras, Chandals, Antyajas, Pariahas, Dheds, Panchamas, Avarnas, Namashudras, Asprusthas, etc. 

The word dalit is a common usage in Marathi, Hindi, Gujarati and many other Indian languages, 

meaning the poor and oppressed persons. Shah (2001) views: ―Dalit includes all the oppressed and 

exploited sections of society. It does not confine itself merely to economic exploitation in terms of 

appropriation of surplus. 

It also relates to the suppression of culture – way of life and value system – and more importantly the 

denial of dignity. It has essentially emerged as a political category. For some, it connotes an ideology 

for fundamental change in the social structure and relationships.‖ The word dalit indicates struggle for 

an egalitarian order (Zelliot, 2001: 232). 

Dalit is a by-product of the Ambedkar movement and indicates a political and social awareness. 

Ambedkar adopted a different approach and philosophy for the emancipation of Scheduled Castes. He 

wanted to liberate the Dalits by building an egalitarian social order which he believed was not possible 

within the fold of Hinduism whose very structures were hierarchical which relegated the Dalits to the 

bottom. He asserted that the Dalits should come forward and assert for their own cause. He gave them a 

mantra – educate, organize and agitate. 

Dalit Liberation: Subaltern Approach: 

With the advent of Ambedkar into the Indian political arena during 1920s, the issue of social reforms 

achieved a new dimension. He was of the opinion that until and unless the downtrodden themselves 

came forward to fight their battle, no one else could alleviate their grievances. No one else could know 

better than them about their own state of affairs. 

Ambedkar impressed upon the people to understand their own affairs themselves. Self-awakening, he 

believed, could provide them necessary strength to fight against evils in society. ―Ambedkar (started) 

exercising the spirit of despair from the minds of dumb millions who had been forced to live the lives of 

sub-human beings. 

Here was a liberator preaching them the grand universal law that liberty is neither received as a gift; it 

has to be fought for. Self-elevation is not achieved by the blessing of others but only by one‘s own 

struggle and deed. Those inert dormant masses lacked courage and needed a vision and a mission. 

Ambedkar was aspiring them to do battle for their human rights. He was driving them to action by 

acting himself…. Ambedkar was displaying energy by his own action; arouing their faith by showing 

faith‖ (Keer, 1971). 

Ambedkar realized that caste and Brahminic Hinduism reinforce each other and discriminate against 

the downtrodden sections of the society. He traced the genesis of the oppressive nature of the 

caste-dominated Indian society to the ‗sacred‘ Shastras of the Hindus who guarded them so closely that 

if anyone except them read or hear them he would commit any act of sacrilege. 

Manusmriti sanctioned severest punishment for such a sacrilegious act. According to Ambedkar, the 

Vedas, Smritis and Shastras were all instruments of torture used by Hinduism against the untouchables 

(Lobo, 2001). In fact, it was Ambedkar‘s subaltern perspective, which pierced through the Shastras to 

reveal their true face. 

He emphasized in his Annihilation of Caste that the Smirits and Shastras were not the embodiment of 

religion but a system of rules to deprive the untouchables even of their basic needs and deny them equal 

status in the society. Therefore, he said that there is no hesitation in saying that such a religion must be 

destroyed and there is nothing irreligious in working for the destruction of such a religion that 

discriminate against its own people whom it bracketed as untouchables. 

An another aspect of Ambedkar‘s subaltern approach for the emancipation of Dalits and their 

empowerment was his distinct formulation of Indian nationalism in opposition to the dominant 

discourse of Hindu nationalism as represented by Raja Rammohan Roy, B.G. Tilak, Mahatma Gandhi 

and Jawaharlal Nehru. 

His conception of nationalism articulated and synthesized the national perceptions and aspirations of 

the downtrodden. Ambedkar‘s alternative form of nationalism, popularly known as 

‗Dalit-BahujanSamaj‘, also incorporated the subaltern philosophy of JyotiraoPhule and Periyuar E.V. 

RamaswamiNaicker. It constructed an anti-Hindu and anti-Brahminical discourse of Indian nationalism. 
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It aimed at establishing a casteless and classless society where no one would be discriminated on the 

basis of birth and occupation. 

Conclusion 

Within the Dalit-Bahujan framework of Indian nationalism, Ambedkar built up a critique of 

pre-colonial Brahamanism and its inegalitarian social set-up based on low and high dichotomy of 

graded caste system. This system of inegalitarianism led to the process of exploitation by the 

unproductive Brahminical castes of the various productive castes. Thus, Ambedkar provided a 

subaltern perspective to see clearly the chameleon of Indian castes-ridden social set deceptively 

appearing in crimson colours and the ways to guard the interests of the Dalits. 

 

(b) Use of clean energy to protect against Climate Change 

Climate change concern the population as well as economic growth. There are two alternatives for 

having less carbon footprints: 

1. Alternate energy sources 

2. Energy Conservation 

These are the two main ways in which government across globe, specifically in India need to be 

concentrating upon. India is a growing economy and hence it has the choice of consuming energy as 

well as protect environment with sustainable policy goals. 

Energy conservation 
The natural resources at disposal are limited. The primary energy sources- coal and other fossil fuels 

constitute 85% of India‘s energy. Remaining comes from nuclear/water/other renewable energy 

resources. 

The primary sources are converted either into heat energy or electrical energy through a process. While 

transferring energy, there is loss of energy which is called as transmission and distribution loss. It is 

estimated that if 1 unit of electricity is saved, it translates into saving of 1.2 units of electricity. 

As per Energy Conservation Act 2001, BEE was established to make policies and implement it, which 

includes among others, creating awareness and disseminating information on energy efficiency and 

conservation. In 2015-16, by taking various energy efficient or conservation methods, India was able to 

save equivalent to 9500MW capacity of power, i.e. 1900 crore units of electricity, thereby saving 

carbon emissions of four crore tonnes. Thus, importance of energy conservation is self-evident. 

Thus, the conservation drive is pushing people to adopt energy efficient methods. This is also backing 

up centre‘s efforts in promoting renewable energy development. 

Waste of energy 
However, despite publicity, IEC campaigns, huge commercials, lot of electricity is wasted whether it is 

in industry or in household or offices. 

Efforts have to be made at all levels to save energy: 

 Enhance productive efficiency of the plant where more electricity is generated from same 

plant. 

 Alternative sources of energy should be developed on priority basis. 

 Government should give incentives to conserve energy. For example, saving of electrical 

energy can be incentivised as it is most precious and most useful form of energy 

 There should be increased use of energy efficient sources such as LED lights instead of CFL. 

It consumes 10-20% less energy. With smaller light intensity and longer lifetime, it should be 

encouraged to be used at industries and agricultural fields apart from households. It can be done 

through reducing cost and increasing distributive mechanism. 

 Taxation incentive should be given in using LED bulbs. The production cost of bulb is Rs. 65 

but after adding taxes, the final cost arrives at Rs. 85-90 which deters people to make such useful 

investment. 

 Maximum saving of electricity can be done during summers by households by keeping AC 

temperature within premises at 25-27 degrees instead of 16-18 degrees which consume more 

energy. Also, switching off appliances when not in use will help a lot. 

 With decreased temperature, a simple water cooler may also help to cool down the surrounding 

temperatures. 
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 BEE star rating on appliances should be made more visible and also educate people about such 

rating. The meaning of more the rating, less the energy consumption should be made understand 

to people and advertise in a manner that people ask only for higher star appliances. This will 

make selling of more energy saving devices than rest. 

 The consumers have to be convinced that it shall be one time investment and combination of 

higher technology and tax incentives will make it affordable in linger run. Yet if one time 

investment is much to ask for from extremely poor families, then the cost of investment can be 

distributed with electricity bill- for example, Rs. 10 per month in the bill is added. Thus, the cost 

can be recovered without much burden and energy saving can also be done. 

Energy saving will lead to decrease in rate of climate change. 
 Fuel saving whether on road or in diesel pumps for irrigation in agricultural fields through more 

efficient machines can be used. Solar operated pumps can also be used. 

 The automobile industry can also enhance efficiency of automobiles through emission norms. 

Bharat IV norms should be upgraded to Bharat VI norms at the earliest. 

 Public transport should be encouraged to save energy. 

 The extraction techniques of coal mines can be improved to make the coal mining a 

technologically efficient technique. The coal plants can use new technology such as super critical 

and ultra critical boilers which can convert 50% of raw material into electricity as against sub 

critical boilers which have only 36-38% efficiency. It means that out of 100Kal generated, 36% 

converted into electricity and rest goes into atmosphere. It has been proved that even if plant 

efficiency is increased by 1%, 1 million tonnes of coal can be saved. 

Conclusion 
What lacks is awareness regarding critical importance of energy efficiency which can be gained by 

adopting new technology. Certain percentage of penetration of energy efficient devices in public, 

particularly in cities where lot of electricity is consumed can spearhead motivation even in rural areas. 

Renewable energy development plays an important role in providing sustainable sources of energy. 

Hence, the people should cooperate with government‘s efforts to introduce more renewable resources 

of energy. 

Saving energy is going to be beneficial for generations to come as well as be a part of healthy lifestyle 

which is required in this times of excess pollution. 

Clean energy choices will support the economy to grow at a more sustainable pace than rampant energy 

usage for short term development goals. 

 

(c) Cashless Transactions are the Future of Indian Economy 

India has seen a dramatic move in terms of demonetisation which is going to play a significant 

role in history of economic development of the country. The demonetisation has brought in the 

foreground the different means through which the common man can do cashless transactions. 

They can leverage multiple options such as: 

1. The first and the most convenient step in initiating cashless transaction is using the bank 

account in multiple ways. 

1. Internet banking 

2. Usage of cheques 

3. Transfer money through net banking/RTGS/NEFT 

2. Banks are now providing bank mobile wallet services. It can be utilised to connect mobile to bank 

and thereby furnishing funds by mobile wallet through bank account. 

3. Various private mobile wallet service providers are also available. They give option of linking 

wallet to bank account and money thereby can be transferred to such wallets and utilised. 

4. Use of plastic money such as Credit card, debit card and ATM cards. They can be used for physical 

as well as online transactions. For them, secure websites and POS machines are maintained by 

vendors to facilitate their use. 

5. Government of India has also come up with transformative mobile platform called as Unified 

Payment Interface- UPI. Through this platform, the person can transfer money from his account to 

other person‘s account directly, provided both are connected to the UPI. 
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Those who are not connected digitally must first open a Bank account number. The person can 

start learning digital transactions by using ATM cards, then credit and debit cards and then focus 

on mobile as an instrument to make payments. In this way, all will be able to leverage the 

advantages of e-payments. Thus, variety of alternatives for digital platforms are available to make 
digital payments more inclusive. 

The government has announced that people using digital medium to book railway tickets, pay 

insurance premiums, fuel payments will be given incentives. This is right step in right direction as 

it encourages to save money (no need to pay extra round off figure) and also in direction of 

broader digital payments. The thing missing is that the mobile platform is not yet considered a 

legal platform to transfer money. It is in the sense that no law is passed in Parliament which 

legalises such mobile payments and thus it becomes just a contractual payment. Now there is 

a need for such forward looking framework to have a legislation that supports mobile payment 

platforms. Today, 67% of Indian online users access internet only through mobile phones. Once 

the mobile is targeted, there is a potential to reach to the most rural areas of the country. 

Safety of the stakeholders 

The Banks have the KYC forms of the customer to give them banking services. Similarly, the 

mobile wallets also provide certain information (username and password) which is unique in 

nature to each customer. This gives the common man a leverage with bank account as well as 

mobile wallet service providers. During the transaction, the bank, mobile wallet service provider 

and customer are interacting through safe and secured medium. The chain is well established and 
no confusion/doubt over identity of the user and the transaction persists. 

However, India needs to do lot more to make mobile payment ecosystem secured. While RBI has 

taken leadership and mandated certain parameters for information security, Aadhar has emerged 

as a more significant platform with personal information of 107 crore people. It is unique 

methodology to engage in participative governance with citizens and use Aadhar mechanism for 

promoting digital payment and mobile payment. But there is need to make mobile and banking 

transaction safer. The existing framework does not effectively provide for effective remedies and 

redress mechanism for customer protection in case of any fraud. If customer feels it is not secured, 
the medium may not be used and the whole idea of becoming digitalised may not be successful. 

Thus, there needs to be dedicated approach to have cyber security in place which determines 

rights and duties of all stakeholders and effective remedies to all stakeholders who potentially 

could dispute coming up in advent of increase in cyber crime. 

Cyber insurance it is a nascent area where lot of work should be happening in next 12 months. It 

will provide relief to victims of cyber crime in digital payment ecosystem. Today no such 

mandate covers for cyber insurance. Additionally, the customers will also be covered under IT 

Act 2000 as dealing, handling, maintaining personal information data including financial data is 

mandated under it. But that may not be enough considering ever increasing scope and space of 

digital world. 

Conclusion 

Customer wants their money to be secured, comfort of financial transaction ecosystem, and 

reassurance that problems will be redressed and help will be provided whenever needed. The 
initial steps have been taken, however, it is a long way forward towards digital payment. 

(d) Discuss the powers and Position of the President of India 

Part V of the Constitution (The Union) under Chapter I (The Executive) lists out the qualification, 

election and impeachment of the President of India. The President of India is the head of state of 

the Republic of India. The President is the formal head of the executive, legislature and judiciary 

of India and is also the commander-in-chief of the Indian Armed Forces. Although Article 53 of 

the Constitution of India states that the President can exercise his or her powers directly or by 
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subordinate authority, with few exceptions, all of the executive authority vested in the President 

are, in practice, exercised by the Council of Ministers (CoM). 

His powers can be classified into several heads such as executive powers, legislative powers, 

financial powers, judicial powers, Diplomatic powers, Military powers as well as 

emergency powers. 

Executive powers Article 53(1) vests the executive power of the union in the president. 

 All executive actions of the Government of India and all contracts and assurances of the property 

are made by the Government of India are formally taken in the name in president. Appointments 

made by president President of India makes appointment to other constitutional officers and other 

important members of union government.  

These include: 

1. Executive Power: The President of India is the head of the executive of the Union 

Government. Therefore, all executive powers are vested in the hands of the President. He can 

exercise these powers either directly or through the subordinate officers. 

According to the Constitution of India, all executive action is also taken in his name. The 

President appoints the Governors of the States, the Judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts 

of the States. The Prime Minister of India is appointed by the President. The President also 

appoints other Ministers in consultation with the Prime Minister. 

The Constitution of India empowers the President to appoint the important officers of the Union 

Government including the Attorney-General for India, the Comptroller and Auditor-General of 

India, the Chairman of the Finance Commission, the Election Commissioners etc. 

The President is responsible for the administration of the Union Territories. For this reason, he 

appoints Chief Commissioners and Lieutenant Governors of the centrally administered areas. 

The President has been empowered to set up a Commission for the settlement of disputes relating 

to the supply of water between two or more States. 

Moreover, the Constitution has authorized the President to establish an Inter-State Council to 

enquire into disputes that may arise between, the States as well as to discuss the matters of the 

common interests between the Union and the States. 

The President alone can remove the Council of Ministers, the Governors of States and the 

Attorney-General for India. 

The President of India is Supreme Commander-in-Chief of the Army, Navy and the Air Force of 

the Union. He has the power to declare war. 

The President also enjoys the diplomatic power. He appoints the diplomatic representatives of 

India to the foreign States. He also receives the credential letters of the diplomatic representatives 

of other States. 

The President represents India in international affairs. He has the power to conclude treaties with 

foreign States. 

2. Legislative Powers: The President of India also enjoys legislative powers. He is an integral 

part of Indian Parliament. Parliament consists of the President and two Houses—the House of the 

people (Lok Sabha) and the Council of States (Rajya Sabha). 

The President has the power of to summon and prorogue both the House of Parliament. He can 

also dissolve the House of the People before the expiry of its term. 

The Constitution of India empowers the President to deliver an address to the Parliament at the 

commencement of the first session every year. He may also send messages to Parliament. 

The President nominates two members to the Lok Sabha from the Anglo-Indian Community and 

twelve members to the Rajya Sabha from among the persons who have acquired special 

knowledge in art, science, literature and social service. 

In India, a public bill cannot become an act without the assent of the President. A bill passed by 

the Union Parliament is sent to the President for his assent. The President may give his assent to 

the bill or may withhold his assent from the bill or he may return the bill to Parliament for its 

reconsideration. If the bill is again passed by both Houses of Parliament, the President shall have 

to give his assent. 

http://www.importantindia.com/2120/appointment-of-governor-of-state-in-india/


 VEDANTA INSTITUTE 

SCO 209 SECOND FLOOR SECTOR 36-D CHANDIGARH PH. 8054369515 

When the Parliament is not in session, the President may issue an ordinance. It has the same force 

as the law or Parliament. But it must be placed before the Parliament when it again assembles. If 

it is then approved by both the Houses of Parliament, it will cease to operate after six weeks of the 

date of meeting of Parliament. And the President can call a joint session of both Houses of 

Parliament to resolve a constitutional deadlock over a public bill. 

3. Financial Powers: The President of India also exercises financial powers. No money bill can 

be introduced in Parliament without the recommendations of the President. 

According to the Constitution of India, the Annual Financial Statement is placed by the President 

before both the Houses of Parliament. This statement shows the estimates of revenue and 

expenditure of the central Government for the next year. 

It may be pointed out that the proposal for taxation and expenditure cannot be made without the 

approval of the President. 

4. Judicial Powers: The President of India grants, pardons, reprieves or remissions of 

punishment to any person who has been convicted by a Court of Law. 

5. Emergency Powers: The President of India exercises extra-ordinary powers in times 

of emergency. The three kind of Emergency situations are: 

1. Emergency due to armed rebellion or external aggression; 

2. Emergency arising from the breakdown of constitutional machinery in a State; 

3. Financial Emergency. 

Proclamation of National Emergency by the President of India: The President of India may 

issue a Proclamation of National Emergency when the security of India or any part thereof is 

threatened by war, armed rebellion or external aggression. Such a Proclamation of Emergency 

may remain in force for an indefinite period. During a Proclamation of National Emergency, the 

executive power of the States is to be exercised in accordance with the directions given by the 

Central Government. Parliament has the power to make laws on the subjects enumerated in the 

State List. The right to freedom of speech and expression, freedom to form association, freedom 

to practice and profession, etc., embodied in Article 19 shall remain suspended. 

Failure of State Constitutional Machinery: In Case of failure of Constitutional machinery in a 

State, the President of India is authorized to make a Proclamation to that effect. The maximum 

duration of this type of emergency is three (3) years. During such an emergency, the President 

may assume to himself the executive powers of the State. The powers of the legislatures of the 

State are to be exercised by the Union Parliament. 

Proclamation of Financial Emergency by the President: The President may also issue a 

Proclamation of Financial Emergency if he is satisfied that the financial stability of India is 

threatened. This type of emergency may continue to remain in force for an indefinite period. The 

Central Government may give directions to the States for canons of financial propriety. All 

money-bills passed by the State Legislatures are to be reserved for the consideration of the 

President. 

Position: 

Thus the President of India has been given wide and far-reaching powers which he enjoys both 

during normal and emergency times. But after the passing of the Constitution Forty-Second (1976) 

and Forty-Fourth (1978) Amendment Acts, the President of our Republic has become a 

Constitutional figurehead and nothing beyond that. 

Today, President‘s position is one of great authority and dignity, but at the same time strictly 

constitutional. Thus the President is bound in every case to act on the advice of his Prime Minister 

and other Ministers who are responsible to the Lok Sabha and responsive to the public opinion. 

In short, the powers really reside in the Ministry and the Parliament and not in the President as 

such. He has no discretion in our Parliamentary system of government. 

The Supreme Court through various decisions has upheld the position that the President is a 

constitutional head and as such he is as much bound by the advice of his Ministers during 

emergency as during normal times. 

http://www.importantindia.com/12231/emergency-powers-of-the-president-of-india/
http://www.importantindia.com/12265/financial-emergency-in-india/
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For example, the President can declare a proclamation of the National Emergency (Article 352) 

only after receiving a written communication of the decision of the Union Cabinet. If the 

President abuses his powers, he can be removed from office by a process of impeachment. 

It does not, however, mean that the President of India is a magnificent cipher or a mere rubber 

stamp. Unlike the British Monarchy which is hereditary, the President of our Republic is an 

elected Head of the State. In our coalition politics, there are some grey areas where the President 

may still have to use his own judgment and wisdom. These are: 

 Appointment of the Prime Minister, 

 Dismissal of the Union Ministry, 

 Dissolution of the Lok Sabha, and, 

 Seeking information on all matters of administration and legislation from the Prime Minister 

etc. 

In some such situations, the role of our President may become most crucial and decisive. 

However, the President has to be free from all political affiliations. He is expected to act with 

complete constitutional rectitude and impartiality. The nation is expected to be benefitted by his 

wise leadership and constructive role. 

In short, the President of India is the symbol of national unity, magnet of loyalty and apparatus of 

ceremony. 

(e) The security issues of The Internet of Things 

The Internet of things (IoT) is the inter-networking of physical devices, vehicles (also referred to 

as "connected devices" and "smart devices"), buildings, and other items embedded with 

electronics, software, sensors, actuators, and network connectivity which enable these objects to 

collect and exchange data. In 2013 the Global Standards Initiative on Internet of Things (IoT-GSI) 

defined the IoT as "a global infrastructure for the information society, enabling advanced services 

by interconnecting (physical and virtual) things based on existing and evolving interoperable 

information and communication technologies"and for these purposes a "thing" is "an object of the 

physical world (physical things) or the information world (virtual things), which is capable of 

being identified and integrated into communication networks". 

The Internet of Things is connecting more devices every day, and we're headed for a world that 

will have 24 billion IoT devices by 2020. 

This growth carries several benefits, as it will change the way people carry out everyday tasks and 

potentially transform the world. Having a smart home is undoubtedly cool and will draw oohs and 

aahs from your guests, but smart lighting can actually reduce overall energy consumption and 

lower your electric bill. 

New developments would allow connected cars to link up with smart city infrastructure to create 

an entirely different ecosystem for the driver, who is simply used to the traditional way of getting 

from Point A to Point B. 

And connected healthcare devices give people a deeper and fuller look at their own health, or lack 

thereof, than ever before. 

But with all of these benefits comes risk, as the increase in connected devices gives hackers and 

cyber criminals more entry points. 

Late last year, a group of hackers took down a power grid in a region of western Ukraine to cause 

the first blackout from a cyber attack. And this is likely just the beginning, as these hackers are 

looking for more ways to strike critical infrastructure, such as power grids, hydroelectric dams, 

chemical plants, and more. 

And aside from these security issues, the average consumer is concerned about his or her privacy. 

After all, if so much of the consumer's life is connected, then what is off limits? 

IoT Security Issues 

1. Public Perception: If the IoT is ever going to truly take off, this needs to be the first problem 

that manufacturers address.  

http://www.businessinsider.com/there-will-be-34-billion-iot-devices-installed-on-earth-by-2020-2016-5
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2. Vulnerability to Hacking: Researchers have been able to hack into real, on-the-market 

devices with enough time and energy, which means hackers would likely be able to replicate 

their efforts. For example, a team of researchers at Microsoft and the University of Michigan 

recently found a plethora of holes in the security of Samsung's SmartThings smart home 

platform, and the methods were far from complex. 

3. Are Companies Ready?: AT&T's Cybersecurity Insights Report surveyed more than 5,000 

enterprises around the world and found that 85% of enterprises are in the process of or intend to 

deploy IoT devices. Yet a mere 10% of those surveyed feel confident that they could secure 

those devices against hackers. 

4. True Security: Jason Porter, AT&T's VP of security solutions, told BI Intelligence, Business 

Insider's premium research service, that securing IoT devices means more than simply securing 

the actual devices themselves. Companies also need to build security into software applications 

and network connections that link to those devices. 

IoT Privacy Issues 

1. Too Much Data: The sheer amount of data that IoT devices can generate is staggering. A 

Federal Trade Commission report entitled "Internet of Things: Privacy & Security in a 

Connected World" found that fewer than 10,000 households can generate 150 million discrete 

data points every day. This creates more entry points for hackers and leaves sensitive 

information vulnerable. 

2. Unwanted Public Profile: You've undoubtedly agreed to terms of service at some point, but 

have you ever actually read through an entire document? The aforementioned FTC report found 

that companies could use collected data that consumers willingly offer to make employment 

decisions. For example, an insurance company might gather information from you about your 

driving habits through a connected car when calculating your insurance rate. The same could 

occur for health or life insurance thanks to fitness trackers. 

3. Eavesdropping: Manufacturers or hackers could actually use a connected device to virtually 

invade a person's home. German researchers accomplished this by intercepting unencrypted 

data from a smart meter device to determine what television show someone was watching at 

that moment. 

4. Consumer Confidence: Each of these problems could put a dent in consumers' desire to 

purchase connected products, which would prevent the IoT from fulfilling its true potential. 

The Way Forward 

IoT boasts opportunity, but the security risks cannot be ignored whether it is from hackers or 

corporations. The primary thing IoT users can do to keep their data, and homes, safe, is to avoid 

using default passwords. Many routers and other devices have been exploited in the past using 

default passwords and simple IoT devices are following suit. Even a surprising amount of IT 

professionals use default passwords, which only makes them an easy target. Many times a 

hacker just needs to read a manual in order to take advantage of most IoT devices on the market 

today. When it comes to creating a strong password, avoid using simplistic passwords with 

names, common nouns and short strings of numbers. These types of passwords are almost 

always guaranteed to be cracked. Long, complex passwords are ideal to prevent the most basic 

hacking attempts. Use a variety of numbers, symbols and varying letter case in your passwords 

to keep your data safe.  

Manufacturers of IoT devices should include randomized passwords or require that the user sets 

a password before using the device. There should also be requirements for users to set advanced 

passwords with aluminum requirements. This type of policy has been successful in preventing 

hacking in other types of platforms. Because of the interconnectivity of these devices, having 

one weak IoT device can lead to the leak of your personal data from other computers and cell 

phones. Viruses may seek out packets of unencrypted information or even hijack other devices 

connected to your network. Using encryption software can help prevent any leaks of sensitive 

documents or images in this particular situation. Consumers should always be in the habit of 

forcing SSL on all of the websites that they visit. 

http://www.businessinsider.com/samsung-smartthings-platform-iot-security-issues-internet-of-things-2016-5
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Digitally signed and encrypted firmware is also a necessity. Hackers can deploy their own 

versions of firmware, making the spread of viruses nearly impossible to stop. Hackers have 

deployed malicious firmware on cell phones, routers and computer motherboards in the past. 

This infected firmware may also spread viruses to other devices, USB memory sticks and other 

computers on your network. 

Conclusion: 

Manufacturers are also neglecting updates for these devices. The recent mass production of IoT 

devices may leave many of them neglected by their manufacturers, which can lead to many 

households being compromised. Computer and cell phone operating systems receive regular 

security updates and IoT devices need to be the same. Hackers can probe existing devices today 

and attack in the future without any sort of resistance. 

Since consumers are expected to be using these devices for years to come, manufacturers 

should continue to develop and support the software as well. 

(f)The problem of drug addiction 

India is sandwiched between the Golden Crescent and Golden Triangle [euphemisms for the drug 

originating regions] - with neighbors on both sides leading the production and export of drugs in the 

world 

 

 
Thus, both corners of India are a victim of a massive drug export. While Punjab on the northwestern 

corner has a massive problem, we ignore the huge drug problems happening the North East. Look at 

the chart here. Mizoram leads the country in drugs seized [partly because recently the community 

stepped up in a huge way]. 

 

India on a 'high' with 7 drug addiction related suicides every day 

However, the neighbors are not the only problem. In other drug affected regions in India, there is a 

massive community effort to fight the problem. [See: Behind Mizoram‘s recent drug busts, a 

remarkable community effort] In Punjab such a community response is fairly weak due to insipid 

political leadership that has more of their personal quibbles in mind than fighting a social problem. 

 

Other issues affecting Punjab: 

 

High stress jobs: Punjabis tend to take on high stress jobs [army, truck driving and entrepreneurship] 

and many take alcohol & recreational drugs to manage the stress. As a country, India is failing to 

provide adequate support in managing stress. The machismo culture would also prevent men from 

asking for help as they always have to show their stronger side. 

The unraveling of the economy: Punjab went on a high with green revolution. It became the India‘s 

richest state in 70s & 80s. That lulled the government a bit and they never continued on an industrial 

revolution or a service sector revolution. Thus, Punjab missed the boat when India opened up in 1991 
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and is no longer the high in its economy. Drugs provide the high now, for some who have fallen from 

their heights of their economic progress. To make it a double whammy, the falling water tables from a 

reckless abuse of ground water has added to massive agricultural stress. Agriculture in Punjab under 

stress: Expert 

 

Government makes money off addiction: Alcohol is a huge source of Punjab government‘s 

revenues. Like the Tamil Nadu government, they have become experts at selling alcohol [as a Tamil 

dialogue goes: Utopia is where the government provides education and the private sector sells alcohol. 

Dystopia is where the government masters in selling alcohol and private masters in selling education]. 

Why would the government fight addiction when they have money to profit? At some point alcohol 

addiction turns into drug addiction and the government officers benefit from that too [some police 

officers double up as drug lords]. 

 

According to an AIIMS study, Punjab annually spends more than Rs. 7000 crores on drugs - among 

which more than Rs. 6000 crores are spent on heroin alone. 

 

Why Does Punjab Have a Drug Problem? The Untold Story  
 

If Pakistan is the root cause of Punjab‘s drug problem, why then has the drug menace reared its ugly 

head only in the last decade? Punjab has been a border state for 69 years. So what‘s changed? 

The Quint spoke to doctors, surveyors and people from the security establishment for answers. 

An Old Story 
Opium or doda or phukki, as it is traditionally known, has been consumed by farmers and farm 

workers in Punjab as also many other parts of India for decades. It‘s essentially opium husk – the 

leftover husk of the opium plant once the milk has been extracted. 

At least one-third of the rural population consumes opium in Punjab. To put it in perspective, opium 

consumption among the rural population is a bit like the urban concept of a customary two drinks after 

a hard day‘s work. It may not be great for you, but will not do you much harm, right? Plus, the daily 

doze of opium used to cost Rs 30-40 – light on the pocket. 

Traditionally, very small amounts of opium was cultivated in Punjab. The state got its supply mainly 

from bordering Rajasthan. The government in its bid to curb opium addiction decided to clamp down 

on Punjab‘s limited illegal opium production and shut down the Rajasthan route. While the decision 

was taken in the mid-1980s, it was only in the early 2000s that there was a clampdown. 

With the Rajasthan route closed, there was a vacuum in the drug market which was filled with 

pharmaceutical drugs and then heroin. 

Heroin is at least three times more potent than opium. A senior drug specialist at AIIMS said that 

studies have shown that more than 90 percent opium users do not suffer from addiction issues, making 

it the lesser of the two evils. 

.It‘s not just spoilt rich kids or rock stars who consume drugs in Punjab, as the movies would have you 

believe. The Punjab Opioid Dependency Survey (PODS) conducted by the National Drug 

Dependence Treatment Centre, AIIMS points out that the largest concentration of consumers come 

from economically weaker sections with limited education and employment. The PODS survey says: 

The profile of a typical drug addict is male, young, Punjabi-speaking and from a lower middle class 

background. 83 percent are employed, 89 percent have attained some level of addiction and 99 percent 

live with families.   

Most addicts earn between Rs 6,000-20,000 a month but need an average of Rs 1,400 a day for drugs. 

So where does the surplus money for daily drug use come from? Most addicts become small-time 

peddlers. They buy and supply and retain a small cut, and that is how the drug economy expands. 

Pakistan is not the only route heroin is coming from.  

Our own government policy initiative to curb opium created a vacuum in the market which a deadlier 

and more costly heroin has filled. 

Highly placed sources within the security establishment also claim that there is a local heroin cottage 

industry brewing in UP and Rajasthan. Peddlers in the state can differentiate the varieties produced in 

UP, Rajasthan from what is coming from across the border. 

Rajasthan Headed the ‘Punjab’ Way 

The Rajasthan government has decided to shut all opium shops starting 1 April 2016. A recent report 

in The Indian Express says that there are 264 doda thekas in Rajasthan. They are given licences by the 
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state excise department just like the liquor shops. There have been 19,000 licenses given out by the 

state government in Rajasthan for the sale of doda. 

While shutting these shops on the border will have an even bigger impact on villages in Punjab 

surrounding Rajasthan, it is likely to drive Rajasthan toward harder and more harmful drugs like 

heroin. 

Experts working in the region say, this is a suicidal policy decision by the government and Rajasthan 

will eventually head the Punjab way. 

Government Response 

The Punjab government quietly released a shorter version of the PODS report on its website in January 

2016. There is a longer, more detailed version which has been kept confidential. There was no 

announcement, declaration or discussion on the findings of the report. 

The report also criticises the government‘s rehab strategy. 

―Admission to a de-addiction centre‖, which appears to be the most focused-upon addiction-treatment 

strategy in the state, will take about 10 years to provide a single episode of treatment to the entire 

opioid dependent population in the state. 

It is time that the government understood that drugs in Punjab, like drugs anywhere else in the world, 

is not a supply problem, but a demand problem. Hurting the supply will not kill the demand. 

Drugs in Punjab – The Hidden Story of Drugs and Punjab 

After the launching of the movie Udta Punjab, everywhere there is news in the air regarding drugs in 

Punjab to describe drug problem in Punjab. But how many of us know about the reality & the history 

that how this problem occurred in Punjab? 

For the purpose of knowing this ugly truth, we need to dig deeper & to see this issue from the root. 

Opium Supply in Punjab 

During Post Afghan war, which took place three decades before, at that time Afghanistan was a hub of 

opium under Taliban rule. Pakistan got indulged in the trade of opium due to considering that 

Afghanistan was a buffer state to train terrorists & drugs. Pakistan was against to India that is why its 

agencies started supplying drugs to India. The benefit of Pakistan behind it was to earn money & to 

hook Punjab people in drugs to bring down India. 

At that time Congress was the ruling party & they were aware of the drug trade in India from 

Afghanistan, but they have not taken any measurable step. ISI, the Pakistan intelligence agency who 

are indulged in anti-India activities was trying to increase the population of drug addicts in India. 

Currently, Pathankot attack took place that was pre-planned and masterminded by terrorists for the 

purpose of making drug smugglers enter through the routes of drug supply. Drug trade was hurting 

Punjab as well as India‘s economy & also ruining the social unity of the state. 

Heroin Supply in Punjab 
To understand the heroin supply in Punjab we need to go through from timeline. Punjab Opioid 

Dependency Survey (PODS) was conducted by National Drug Dependence Treatment Centre, 

AIIMS, which reveals that most consumers of heroin belong from an economically weaker section, 

who are less educated and get meager income. Now we need to give a consideration to the trend of 

drug abuse in Punjab over the decades. 

Before 2000, most of the drug addicts used opium. The government has taken action against opium 

traders, however, the action was taken late but it had created vacuum in the drug market. And the drug 

addicts shifted to pharma drugs & by 2007 most of the addicts started consuming pharma drugs & by 

2012 this percentage was increased by 50%. 

These drug addicts inject Heroin in their veins, By 2015, the percentage of Heroin consumers is 

increased by 90%. Delhi which is the adjoining state of Punjab was also getting a major supply of 

drugs & had greatly affected by it but still Congress Government hasn‘t taken any proper step to get 

rid of this problem. 

Congress government knew the seriousness & impact of this issue but still they remain quite as 

political parties are getting huge funding from the drug traders. 

AAP Party & Congress Trying to Degrade Punjab People 

India is facing such a big problem, but still, AAP & congress parties are branding Sikhs as drug 

vulnerable people for the purpose of their benefit and to show themselves clear from this big fuss. 

AAP and Congress parties who are claiming to bring changes in Punjab are actually the ones who are 

defaming Punjab people by calling them, Drug-Susceptible People. 



 VEDANTA INSTITUTE 

SCO 209 SECOND FLOOR SECTOR 36-D CHANDIGARH PH. 8054369515 

It is not only the act of degrading but it is the lowest level cheap deed which has been taken place by 

any party in history. They just want to win the election that is why they are trying to target the 

opposition party, but targeting people is not a good practice. 

Punjab drug addiction is not only the situation of this particular state but it is a nationwide problem 

and it should be tackled on a united front. Through cat-fighting with each other, it can‘t be solved. 

Other states 
Punjab People have given their fair share to congress in the hope of better governance still, they have 

shamelessly joined with AAP for the purpose of defaming Punjab. It is ridiculous stunt done by AAP 

& Congress to influence any religious. 

Delhi govt has made hoax promises with Delhi youth & has become Chief Minister of Delhi. 

Moreover, farmers have gone through worst condition under the Congress rule. Sikhs are the symbol 

of bravery & have fought for years and they are the one who progressed even in harshest conditions 

after all these scandals & scenario created by AAP & Congress what respect Sikhs had left as these 

crooked leaders by branding them as drug addicts. 

Due to political wars Drugs has become an intense issue between all political parties. And Youth of 

Punjab is suffering in all these affairs as they are labeled as drug addicts. The government is playing a 

role of moot spectators who are responsible for clearing all these messes. 

Drug Addiction in Delhi 

 Chief Minister of Delhi needs to take action rather than defaming any state, religion or political party. 

There are lots of facts which show that Punjab is the second highest state in India for narcotics seizure 

which shows that Akali Dal has been taken huge consideration on this subject. 

 

In Delhi pharma drugs are the latest trend of drug addiction & illegal trade of pharma drugs has taken 

place in Delhi due to huge profit margin involved in the smuggling of such products. Nowadays Delhi 

is a place where medicines from the main wholesale markets in various states, like – Bangalore, 

Chandigarh, Patna, Mumbai, Lucknow, Indore etc. are diverted for the purpose of storing them in 

godowns & most of them are used as a supply of drugs. 

Now a new breed has emerged in Delhi of urban junkies who are the synthetic drug consumer which 

have a potential of mind-altering amphetamines, LSD & ecstasy which are pocket-friendly 

prescription & are easily available over the counter of medicine. This drug boom in the capital of India 

shows poor law & the real situation in Delhi. 

Moreover, Narcotics divisions are afraid of prosecuting against the culprits due to local Government 

as you never know when they will get a target of ‗dharnas‘ for doing this kind of job. In fact, Delhi is 

the biggest hub of drug smuggling. Even a dealer has reported that they carry fake bills and they just 

need to pay a few hundred notes to the policemen at check-posts. Narcotics, customs, and DRI 

department officials are the one who takes the major amount of money. 

Like if they caught a truck which is carrying a material worth Rs 2 crore then they will not be happy 

less than an amount of Rs 25 lakh. It is the true situation of Delhi & not only Delhi but the real 

situation of India. All these facts show only a mere gist of Delhi & drug problem in Delhi & what AAP 

party is doing in this scenario, just pointing out Punjab people & throwing stones on the image of 

Punjab, shouldn‘t he need to take any action in Delhi rather than pointing out their finger towards 

Punjab?. 

But if we see inside the Punjab, Akali Dal has taken lots of actions against drugs. The Punjab police, 

BSF & SSOC have seized more than 200 Kg of Heroin from the border areas during transportation. In 

this scenario, AAP party needs to highlight their own failures and need to work-out for the purpose of 

making Delhi clean rather than abusing Punjab. 

Sure Signs of Progression of Drugs Addiction in Delhi 

There are some facts, which shows the evidence of drug addiction situation, in India‘s capital or so 

called Delhi. 

Kids of around 13 years are found indulge in the drugs in our capital, especially the street kids. 

In Delhi, there is an organization called CHETNA, which works for the cause of children. During the survey of 

CHETNA, it was found that out of 1.5 lac to 2 lac street children in the capital, almost 80% of kids are involved 

in drugs. 

 Ganja, heroin, and other hardcore medical drugs are being openly sold, purchased & consumed by the 

college students in the college campus. 

 The Capital has become the major hub of pharmaceutical drugs and unlawful trade is taking place in the 

surrounding. 
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 The drug is easily available to the people at the cheapest which has increased the consumption & has 

involved the huge number of youth of Delhi in it. 

 Delhi Government is not found in taking any considerable action in this direction. 

Why Only Punjab is Abused For Drug Addiction 

Drugs addiction is not a new problem for India but currently it is expanding at a huge pace. India is 

sharing its borders with Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh which has made involved India for 

drug trafficking. This terror is not only a terror which is being exported across the border but also it is 

a curse which is coming in Punjab by digging tunnels. That is why drug trafficking has been growing. 

Also by inserting the pipes through border fencing other countries are supplying drugs in India. 

However, Punjab Government has been active & has increased Border Security Force as Akali Dal is 

very much concerned of Punjab youth. Moreover, Punjab Police also has been taking active 

participation in seizing of such drugs. Punjab police have gone up from 64 Kgs to 324 Kgs from 2011 

to 2014 for the purpose of seizing drugs along the border. This shows that Punjab Government is 

taking a considerable approach in the direction of minimizing the drug addiction in Punjab. 

 

As per the survey, it was found that the teenagers of Karnataka and Meghalaya have shown the most 

incidents of drug & alcohol addiction. In Meghalaya, the highest rate of Tobacco consumed by the 

children. After that Nagaland, Sikkim, Uttaranchal, Delhi & Goa take place respectively in the highest 

consumption of Tobacco by children in India. 

According to Narcotics Control Bureau, Mizoram is on the top of the list where drugs were seized by 

48,209 tons over the past four years, whereas Punjab has seized 39,064 tons during the same time 

period. In the past four years, 64,737 drug-trafficking cases have been reported in which Punjab has 

tops on the list with by registering 21,549 cases over the same time period. 

All these reports shows that drug problem is not only the problem of Punjab but it is a problem of most 

state of India, then why Punjab people are on the target of political parties & if we see the facts we will 

able to understand Punjab Government is taking considerable steps against drug addiction .Mizoram, 

Manipur, and Punjab are the states of India where drug addiction rate is highest. In this situation, India 

should unite & try to fight with this problem rather than fighting with each other & just working for 

own political growth. 

Instead of helping Punjab to solve this problem political parties are trying to point out Punjab for their 

welfare & playing a dirty game to win a ticket in the elections. Punjab is fighting against the drug 

import from south-west Asia for decades, however, no one has bothered till yet to take a call & to 

provide additional support to the state but when it comes to abuse Punjab every party is standing to 

abuse & pinpointing Punjab negatively. 

The youth of Punjab are being characterized as drug addicts by other parties 

 

Preventive and Remedial Measures 
 

There are certain preventive and remedial measures for dealing with the problem of drug abuse. 

 The Government must use all the media to propagate against the habit of drug-taking. 

 Voluntary organizations should pay more attention to instruct addicts how to give up the vice to 

bring them to the main stream of public life without shame or sorrow. 

 Physicians should teach them how to prevent and avoid the evil and how to lead a normal healthy 

life. 

 Parents should pay more care, attention and love to their sons and daughters. 

 Reading of moral and religious books is also helpful to addicts. 

 The police must act fearlessly to act against the people involved drug traffic. 

 Remedial measures: Parents, teachers, educationists and governments should think how best to 

improve education, so that it brings a full development of the personality and teaches the essence of 

life and the art of decent living. 

 Moral instructions should form a part of teaching. 

 Mass media and voluntary organizations should do their best in the field and highlight the dangers 

of drug addiction. 

 The various drugs are capturing the market and holding young and old alike in their grip. 

 The Anti-Narcotic Squads and Drug Enforcement Agencies should work in a more vigilant manner 

to prevent drug trafficking and trade. 
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 There should be more counseling centers and rehabilitation centers. Government and voluntary 

agencies should have co-ordinate efforts to deaddict people and spread awareness against the great 

evil. 

 Police can play a great role to check smuggling and drug trafficking. 

 The constitutional provision about prohibition of intoxicating drinks and drugs must be strictly 

enforced by all State Governments in our country. 

 The radio, television and newspapers must come in with vigorous campaigns against drug abuse and 

addiction. Legislation alone cannot put an end to the evil practice. 

 

2. Write argument for and against each of the following statesmens in about 300 words:   

(4×20=80) 

(a) Q. PradhanMantriGaribKalyanYojana is an answer to black money woes. 

Government came out with PM GaribKalyanYojana where black money can be declared to government 

at 50% tax rate (30% tax, 10% penalty and 33% PradhanMantriGaribKalyan cess on tax). 25% of the 

declared income will be locked in for four years under PMGKY and given back without any interest on 

it. 

Key features 
 income declared under it will not be included in the total income of the declarant under the 

Income-tax (IT) Act 

 Declarations made under it will be kept confidential and shall not be admissible as evidence 

under any Act (ex. Wealth-tax Act, Central Excise Act, Companies Act etc.) 

 But, declarant will have no immunity under Criminal Acts mentioned in section 199-O of the 

Scheme. 

 Not declaring undisclosed income under the PMGKY will attract a fine of 77.25% if the income 

is shown in tax returns. 

 
PMGKY is another opportunity to declare the black money and convert it into white after initiation 

of Income Declaration Scheme (IDS). 

 IDS offered a four-month window to make declaration till September 30 where the first 

instalment of 25% tax was to be paid by November 2016 and taxpayers were allowed to make the 

payment for tax and penalty in three instalments by September 30, 2017. 

 Under this scheme, more than 64000 people did income declaration and government got Rs. 

65000 cr. 

This shows that government is serious about tackling black money and is providing people 

opportunity to disclose it with minimum punishment. 

Why PMGKY? 
Demonetisation is a good measure to unearth black money as most of it was in form of Rs. 500 and 

Rs. 1000. It was hoped that with demonetisation, more such income will be declared after IDS. 

However, the reality was different. Various money laundering activities were observed during the 

initial period of demonetisation. People were depositing their black money in others‘ bank accounts, 

converting money into gold etc. People became scared that if they come out on their own with bulk of 

their demonetised notes, they may face criminal penalties. 

http://iasbaba.com/2017/03/india-radio-pm-garib-kalyan-yojana-2016/
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Hence, keeping such sentiments in mind, government gave another opportunity to disclose income 

and be a part of progressive India. 

However, government has observed that hoarding of new currency could not be stopped and also, 

reports of fake currencies have emerged from few pockets. Thus it might not be possible to 

completely do away with black money being generated and imported. 

Tax rates 
The income disclosure schemes have higher rates than normal income tax. They also add additional 

revenues to the government in a fiscal year. But, nowhere a person honestly paying taxes should feel 

that he is not in an advantageous position by paying regular taxes. Thus, whenever such income 

disclosure schemes are brought up, it should be noted that the highest tax rate is 30% and penalised 

tax rate is 50% so that honest don‘t start dissuading tax. 

Hence, the tax rates are not high if they are paid honestly. 

How to stop black money generation? 
 Many believe that tax evasion started when taxes were very high as 98%. So they started evading 

taxes by not disclosing income. But, as and when there are less tax rates, there is more 

compliance seen and felt that doesn‘t cost much to be a part of system. So, tax rates should be 

kept low and be wide based. 

 People should not feel incentivised through such income disclosure schemes. Every time 

government brings out attractive, medium tax rate punishments on black money, people don‘t 

feel penalised and hence they continue to evade taxes by waiting for more lucrative scheme to be 

announced! 

Conclusion 
Many people have misused Jan Dhan Accounts and siphoned off money in illegal ways. They all are 

being monitored under IT scanner. Those caught foe depositing money in other people‘s account 

illegally will be charged under money laundering act and face jail term. 

The money collected under PMGKY will be invested in rural infrastructure including roads, electricity 

etc. it is important to bring rural India in foreground and make it part of inclusive growth. The 2011 

census says that 6.4 lakh villages need better roads, electricity, healthcare, education etc. to bring in 

development. It is for the first time in 70years that government has thought of putting tax structure for 

rural development. Schemes like PM SwarojgarYojana, Gram SadakYojana also get a boost with 

money coming from such scheme. 

Thus, the developments in rural India will connect it to latest developments of urban India and make 

advancement in health, education, IT more reachable to them. 

The citizens should consider paying taxes as their fundamental duty and be a part of developing India 

and reduce gap between urban and rural India. 

 

(b) Good fences make good neighbours 

Introduction 

A fence is a boundary erected  in order to maintain privacy. A famous poem by author Robert Frost 

who presents idea of barriers between people, friendship, communication as well as a sense of security 

gained as a result of that. This means neighbours can maintain harmony by maintaining a fence and that 

lack of one can make one complacent about wishes of others resulting in ill-feelings.  

Necessity of a fence 

A fence eliminates any chance of someone trespassing into a zone which belongs to you. This holds true 

for relationships, neighbouring countries, colleagues or everything else in life.  

One should not build a stone wall making it impossible to communicate but rather build a low fence in 

order to maintain a distance.  

Some of the famous walls in the world include the Great wall of China, Berlin Wall, walls separating 

Americans from Mexicans or Israelis from Palestinians. Countries across the world are trying to make 

sure that there are robust boundaries so that others do not cross the borders. Classic example is that of 

India which has tried to make good boundaries with its land-locked neighbours in order to avoid any 

kind of possible dispute. The Wagah Border, Siachen glacier, Arunachal Pradesh are some of the major 

border areas when we talk about India and its immediate neighbours China and Pakistan. In the past, 



 VEDANTA INSTITUTE 

SCO 209 SECOND FLOOR SECTOR 36-D CHANDIGARH PH. 8054369515 

weak fences resulted in infiltration from either side ultimately disturbing harmony between the 

countries and leading to skirmishes as well as discords. But, the countries have managed to create 

fences which have reduced instances of border disputes.  

Even though neighbours may be friendly towards each other, a fence ensures some kind of separation. 

There is likelihood of too much friendliness which can lead to interference of people in someone‘s 

privacy.  

 

In the recent times, people have keeping a certain distance from others in order to ensure that they do 

not get hurt by any sentiments or words. Fences or boundaries are vital for not just maintaining privacy 

but also maintaining harmony and peace both at home as well as outside.  

Disadvantages of creating a fence  

On the other hand, creation of a boundary can also lead to isolation. Creation of a wall can also result in 

dispute over its need in the long term as people have difference of opinions. For citizens of one country 

who share a relationship with their neighbours, it can become difficult to cross borders as the amount of 

permissions required for the same can be immense.  

Even on the front of personal relationships, those who build walls before even talking to the person, 

they lose out a chance to know someone as there are already some pre-conceived notions. In the long 

term, words such as close friendship or true intimacy would be alien words for such people as they 

would have created a barrier in their relationships much before.  

Creation of a border fence poses restriction to free trade which is a sign of impediment in today`s age of 

globalisation. 

Creation of a wall also results in less people to people contact. Man is known to be a social animal and 

by creating such boundaries, there is elimination of any social interaction. Civilisations have progressed 

because of various social, cultural and technological reasons. If there is no social interaction, cultural 

intermingling would take a backseat leading to death of free exchange of ideas and growth of human 

beings. This can have a deeper impact on human beings‘ growth over long term.  

Conclusion 

This age old belief of Good fences making good neighbours holds true even in the modern age. But, like 

everything, these boundaries should not become restrictions for people to communicate with each other. 

Robert Frost, the author of the poem, may have had felt that removing barriers for ensuring hassle free 

communication and interaction between was ideal but he could not see the multi faceted parts of 

creation of fences- positive and negative. Barriers must be put in place sufficiently in order to ensure 

that privacy is not affected, borders are not trespassed and there is a sanctity in various relationships at 

all times. 

 

3. Write reports on the following in about 200 words each:          (2×10=20) 

(a) Write a report on the long lines outside ATM`s days after demonitisation. 

Ans:Cash crunch: No respite from long queues at banks, ATMs 

  XYZ reporter 

The Hindu 

15 Nov  

People in large numbers started queuing up outside ATMs and banks since early morning today to 

withdraw valid currency notes from vending machines and exchange demonetised bills. 

While banks remained closed yesterday on account of Guru Nanak Jayanti in many parts of the country, 

cash-starved customers again were disappointed today with most of the ATMs running out of the cash. 

Even at some ATMs which had cash were facing server issues, making people wait in the queue 

frustrated. 

Many households are running out of even piggybank money saved by their children for meeting 

essential daily provisions. 

Banks‘ infrastructure is unable to handle the huge rush resulting in long serpentine queue where average 

waiting time is 4 hours, especially for exchange. 

ATMs will still take two more weeks before they start dispensing new high—value Rs. 500 and 2000 

notes. Currently, they are dispensing Rs. 100 notes which make them go dry in few hours. 
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With public anger rising across the country over limited cash availability, the government eased key 

restrictions, including raising daily withdrawal limit from bank counters and ATMs as well as hiking 

the amount of old and now defunct currency notes that can be exchanged. 

The limit of old and now defunct Rs. 500 and Rs. 1,000 notes that can be exchanged for freshly 

minted Rs.2,000 and new Rs. 500 notes was increased from Rs. 4,000 to Rs. 4,500 per day. 

The weekly limit of Rs. 20,000 for withdrawal from bank counters has been increased to Rs. 24,000. 

The maximum limit of Rs. 10,000 per day on such withdrawals has been removed. 

 

 

 

(b) Surgical Strike 

Kashmir attack: India 'launches strikes against militants' 

ABC reporter 

The Indian Express 

30 September 

Indian Army carried out surgical strikes on Pakistani terrorists positioned across the Line of 

Control on terror launchpads on Wednesday night. Director General of Military Operations Lt 

General Ranbir Singh in a joint press briefing with the MEA revealed that Indian forces led by a 

Special Operations Group led the surgical strikes operation and caused significant casualties to 

terrorists and those who were shielding them. 

What is a surgical strike? 

A surgical strike is essentially a swift and targeted attack on specific target that aims to neutralise 

them while ensuring minimum collateral damage to the surrounding areas and civilians. 

Neutralisation of targets with surgical strikes also prevents escalation to a full blown war. 

Surgical strikes are part of India‘s Cold Start doctrine and have provedeffective in foiling a new 

infiltration bid by terrorists groups across the LoC who were ready to attack several locations in 

Jammu and Kashmir and other Metro cities in India. 

How is it carried out? 

These attacks can be carried out via air raids, airdropping special ops teams or a ground operation. 

All three Indian armed forces have their separate special ops teams. The details of the surgical 

strikes have understandably not been revealed by the Indian authorities. 

External intelligence is vital to carrying out these attacks and these special operation teams work 

closely with the service intelligence departments, Intelligence Bureau and R&AW hawks. 

Going by covert tactics and the terrain around the LoC studied in light of military deployments on 

both sides, the most favoured option would have been to lead a special ops team through the 

ground route after being airdropped across the border via helicopters. The special ops teams 

would then make their way to the terror sanctuaries and act with clinical precision to inflict 

maximum damage to the terrorists and their supporters. 

The Special Operations are complex and need to be diligently planned and coordinated on various 

levels. It also needs an effective C4ISR support from the operational command. The C4ISR 

support requires-command, control, communication, computers, intelligence, surveillance & 

reconnaissance. India Army‘s Parachute Regiments have highly trained para-commandos that are 

specially drilled to carry out such operations. The Indian Navy boasts of its feared marine 

commandos or MARCOS and the Indian Air Force has Garudas for asset protection and 

containment. 

These attacks can also be carried out by precision bombing using precision guided munitions. 

These tactics are especially useful in densely populated areas where raiding ground forces have a 

higher risk of sustaining casualties and in this case would not be the logical choice. 

As Pakistan upped its Air Force exercises and air surveillance near the LoC recently, India acted 

the same and issued high-alerts on the border and mobilised Indian fighters. Unprovoked firing 

that occurred from Pakistan‘s side on the LoC on Wednesday is one of the many ceasefire 

violations clashed with the attacks. Pakistan has historically used unprovoked firing on the LoC to 

divert the attention of Indian deployments to facilitate infiltration of terrorists. 
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(Source: The Indian Express) 

 

4. Attempt a precise of the given passage in about one-third of its length. Do not suggest a 

title. Write the precise, as far as possible, in your own words. State the number of words at 

the end of the answers. (15) 

A life of action and danger moderates the dread of death. It not only gives us fortitude to bear pain, 

but teaches us at every step the precarious tenure on which we hold our present being. Sedentary 

and studious men are the most apprehensive on this score. Dr. Johnson was an instance in point. A 

few years seemed to him soon over, compared with those sweeping contemplations on time and 

infinity with which he had been used to pose himself. In the still life of a man of letters there was 

no obvious reason for a change. He might sit in an arm chair and pour out cups of tea to all 

eternity would it had been possible for him to do so. The most rational cure after all for the 

inordinate fear of death is to set a just value on life. If we mere wish to continue on the scene to 

indulge our head-strong humour and tormenting passions, we had better be gone at once,; and if 

we only cherish a fondness for existence according to the good we desire from it, the pang we feel 

at parting which it will not be very server. (Words 197) 

Answer. 

If we lead an active life facing dangers, we will less fear death. People, who lead a lazy and 

peaceful life, are the most afraid of death. The most sensible way of getting rid of the fear of death 

is to value life properly. If we do not give unnecessary importance to our life, we will not feel the 

pang of death. (Words 62) 

 

5.Read carefully the passage below and answer the questions that follow:      (5×4=20)   

  Water is the basis of all life. Every animal and every plant contains a substantial proportion of free or 

combined water in its body, and no kind of physiological activity is possible in which the fluid does not 

play an essential part. Water is, of course, necessary for animal life. While moisture in the soil is equally 

imperative for the life and growth of plants and trees.Though the quantity necessary varies enormously 

with the species. The conservation and utilisation of water is thus fundamental for human welfare. 

Apart from artesian water the ulimate source in all cases is rain or snowfall. Much of Indian Agriculture 

depends on seasonal rainfall and is therefore very sensitive to any failure or irregularity of the same.  

  It is clear that the adoption of techniques preventing soil erosion would also help to conserve and keep 

the water where it is wanted. In other words, on and in the soil, and such techniques therefore serve a 

double purpose. Its is evident, however that in a country having only a seasonal rainfall an immense 

quantity of rain-water must be necessarily run off the ground. The collection and utilization of water is 

therefore of vital importance. Much of it flows down into the streams and rivers and ultimately finds its 

way to the sea. The harnessing of our rivers. The waters of which now mostly run to waste is a great 

national problem which must be considered and dealt with on national lines.  

  Closely connected with the conservation of water supplies is the problem of afforestation. The 

systematic planning of suitable trees in every possible or even in impossible areas and the developement 

of what one can call civilized forests as distinguished from wild and untamed jungle is one the most 

urgent needs of India. Such plantation would directly  and indirectly prove a source of untold wealth to 

the country. They would check soil erosion and conserve the rainfall of the country from flowing away 

to waste and would provide the necessary supplies of cheap fuel and thus stop unnecessary waste of 

farmyard manure 

a)Where does the world get water from?  

Ans: The main source of water for the world is rain or snowfall. It also gets its water supply artesian 

wells . 

 

b)What is the national problem relating to our rivers?  

Ans:The national probem pertaining to rivers is the water run off. It leads to wastage of water in a 

country which is dependent upon rainfall as a major source of irrigation. 

 

c) What are the benefits of afforestation?  
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Ans: Afforestation creates wealth for a nation. It also would prevent soil erosion as well as water run off, 

thus solving the problem of run off. 

 

d) What is fundamental for human welfare? 

Water is important for survival of all plant and animal life on earth. Therefore proper conservation and 

utilisation of water is fundamental for human welfare. 

e) What are the advantages of preventing soil erosion? 

Soil is a reservoir of water. Preventing soil erosion would help in reduction in water loss, help plants to 

grow and provide cheap fuel for human usage. 

 

6. (A) rewrite the following sentences as directed making the necessary change without changing 

their meanings:        (10×1=10) 

I. The tea was so hot that I could not drink it. (Change into a simple sentence) 

Ans:The tea was too hot for me to drink. 

II. He is too arrogant to listen to advice. (Change into a complex sentence) 

Ans:He is so arrogant that he will not listen to advice. 

III. He worked hard that he might pass the examination. (Change into a simple sentence) 

Ans: He worked hard to pass the examination. 

IV. He is too stupid to handle such a difficult situation. (Remove too) 

Ans:He is so stupid that he cannot handle such a situation. 

V. John is the tallest boy in the class. (Use the comparative form of the adjective) 

Ans:John is taller than any other boy in the class. 

VI. I could not do it even if I tried. (Change into a simple sentence) 

Ans:Despite trying, I could not do it. 

VII. No sooner did I hear the gunshot than I rushed to the spot. (Rewrite using as soon as.) 

Ans:As soon as I heard the gunshot I rushed to the spot. 

VIII.Hardly had I solved one problem when another cropped up. (Rewrite using no sooner …than) 

Ans:No sooner had I solved one problem than another cropped up. 

IX. Only trained graduates need to apply. (Use none instead of only) 

Ans: None but trained graduates need to apply. 

X. Work hard or you will fail. (Change into a complex sentence) 

Ans:If you do not work hard, you will fail. 

 

(B). Use the following words in sentences of your own so as to bring out their meanings:   

(5×2=10) 

 

I. Climactic/climatic 

Ans: Climactic- It pertains to a peak, a decisive moment, or the point of greatest tension. 

Eg-And humans, with their ability to thrive in basically any climactic zone, are the ultimate pest 

species. 

Climatic-It pertains to the weather. 

Eg-Climatic change is defined as the long-term significant change in the expected patterns of 

weather 

 

II. Emigrate/immigrate 

Emigrate-to leave one's place of residence or country to live elsewhere 

Eg-Many now emigrate, when occasion offers, to America. 

Immigrate-to come to a country of which one is not a native, usually for permanent residence. 

Eg-Australia has very strict rules on immigration. 

III. Borough/ burrow 

Borough-A borough is an administrative division in various English-speaking countries. 

Eg-The parliamentary borough returns one member 

Burrow- a hole or excavation in the ground made by an animal (such as a rabbit) for shelter 

and habitation. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/habitation
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Eg-Hogs should be given plenty of bedding to burrow in 

IV. Access/assess 

Access-the ability, right, or permission to approach, enter, speak with, or use; admittance: 

Eg: They have access to the files. 

Assess-to estimate officially the value of (property, income, etc.) as a basis for taxation. 

Eg:She tried to assess how many people there might be. 

V. Siege/seize 

Siege- The surrounding and blockading of a city, town, or fortress by an army attempting to capture 

it:A prolonged period, as of illness: 

Eg :The siege failed and the Assyrians retired. 

Seize-to take hold of suddenly or forcibly; grasp: 

Eg:Jim seized Julie by the arm.  

 

(C) Fill in the blanks with appropriate prepositions:       (5×1=5)  
I. This material is different …………………… that. (from) 

II. You should explain this …………………… them.(to) 

III. He has been absent ………………… Monday.(since) 

IV. I haven‘t been to the theatre ………………… a long time.(in) 

V. He goes ……………….. school by car.(to) 

 


