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1. Ans:c 

 

2.Ans: b 

Explanation:- it is the authority vested in the hands of Supreme Court to examine whether some legislative 

enactments or executive orders of both Central and State governments is following the Constitution of 

India or not  

The judicial reviews seeks to put checks on the powers of Executive and Legislature with regards to the 

principles laid down in the Constitution of India 

 

3.Ans: a 

 

4.Ans:b 

 

5.Ans:a 

Explanation:-This new, three lane, 9.15 kilometre bridge has been built over river Lohit, a tributary of the 

Brahmaputra, linking Dhola (Assam) to Sadiya (Assam). 

The bridge will fill a huge connectivity gap that has existed in the region. Till now, the only means to cross 

the Brahmaputra at this location has been by ferry only in day-time and even this is not possible during 

floods. 

 

6. Ans:b 

Explanation:-Austin topped the list of 22 tech cities across the world, as per the 2017 Savills Tech Cities 

Index. San Francisco acquired 2nd position followed by New York and London. From India, Bengaluru 

ranked 20th among tech cities in the world.  

 

7. Ans:c 

Explanation:-China and Southeast Asian countries on 18 May 2017 agreed to a draft framework for a 

long-mooted code of conduct (CoC) for the disputed South China Sea. The agreement was reached with a 

hope that it could reduce the risk of clashes in one of the world's busiest waterways. China and the ASEAN 

had been hoping to agree on the framework this year, 15 years after committing to draft it. 

 

8. Ans:b 

 

9.Ans:a 

 

10. Ans:d 

 

11.Ans: b 

 

12.Ans: d 

 

13.Ans: b 

 

14.Ans: c 

 

15.Ans:b 

 

16. Ans:c 

 

17.Ans:d 

Explanation:-India recently (13th May, 2017) rolled out the long-awaited anti-pneumonia vaccine as part 

of the government‘s Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP). 

The vaccine will protect children against severe forms of pneumococcal disease, such as pneumonia and 

meningitis. 
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Pneumococcal disease is the leading cause of vaccine-preventable deaths in children under five years of 

age globally and in India. India accounts for nearly 20% of global pneumonia deaths in this age group. 

 

17.Ans:a 

Explanation:-The set of four books written in a storytelling format by renowned children‘s author Dr. 

Madhu Pant would convey the message in an interesting manner through the clean Jungle tales. 

 

18. Ans:b 

 

19. Ans:b 

 

20.Ans:d 

 

21. Ans:c 

 

22.Ans:a 

Explanation:-The International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers is observed every year on May 29 to 

honor the memory of martyred peacekeepers and pay tribute to all those who have served and continue to 

serve in UN peacekeeping operations for their high level of professionalism, dedication and courage. The 

2017 theme is ―Investing in peace around the world‖. On this day, in 2017, two Indian peacekeepers, 

Rifleman Brijesh Thapa and Private Ravi Kumar have been honored posthumously with a prestigious 

United Nation (UN)‘s Dag Hammarskjold Medal for their courage and sacrifice in the line of duty. 

Currently, India has deployed more than 7,600 military and police personnel to UN peace operations in 

Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Haiti, Lebanon, Liberia, the Middle East, South 

Sudan, Sudan and the Western Sahara. 

 

23.Ans:a 

Explanation:-The Tholkappiyar award is a Presidential Award for scholars in classical Tamil. The 

Tholkappiyar Award for lifetime achievement in classical Tamil was awarded to Dr S N Kandaswamy 

(2013-14), Dr A Dakshinamurthy (2014-15) and Dr R Kalaikkovan (2015-16). 

 

24. Ans:b 

 

25. Ans:a 

Explanation: Here the best possible answer is a. As M.B. Cama also wrote Bande Matram. Talvar was 

written by Virendranath Chatropadhyay. 

 

26.  Ans:c 

 

27. Ans:c 

 

28. Ans: b 

 

   29.Ans: c 

 

30. Ans:d 

Explanation:- All three have cell walls. Plants and blue-green algae are well known to possess cell wall. 

Bacteria also have cell walls. Gram-positive bacteria possess a thick cell wall containing many layers of 

peptidoglycan and teichoic acids. In contrast, Gram-negative bacteria have a relatively thin cell wall 

consisting of a few layers of peptidoglycan surrounded by a second lipid membrane containing 

lipopolysaccharides and lipoproteins. 

 

31. Ans:c 

Explanation:- The water evaporates through the stomata present on the surface of the leaves by the process 

of transpiration. 
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32. Ans:-a 

Explanation:- Pteridophytes include horsetails and ferns. Evolutionarily, they are the first terrestrial plants 

to possess vascular tissues – xylem and phloem. The liverworts grow usually in moist, shady habitats such 

as banks of streams, marshy ground, damp soil, bark of trees and deep in the woods. The plant body of a 

liverwort is thalloid, e.g., Marchantia. 

 

33.Ans:b 

 

   34.Ans: a 

 

   35.Ans:d 

 

   36. Ans: b 

 

37.Ans b 

 

38.Ans a 

 

39. Ans:b 

Explanation:-Now most of us have this idea that in rural areas people tend to have more children compared 

to urban areas, so statement 1 might look true. But it is not. The urban decadal growth rate of population is 

more than that of rural areas. This is because urbanization is increasing. More and more areas are coming 

under the definition of ―urban areas‖. There is no point in memorizing how much is urban decadal growth 

rate and how much is rural one. As I said data/facts are not important, but trends are. The second statement 

is also true. The contribution of rural and urban areas to the total increase in population is nearly equal – 91 

million. 

 

40. Ans:b 

Explanation:-3 > 1 > 2. Delhi should be the first and most of you will know this. Even if you didn‘t, it‘s 

not hard to figure out that Delhi being quite small in area compared to states, and having a large population 

(with all those migration) will surely have the highest population density. Now, before 2011 census, WB 

was the state that had the second highest population density. This changed after the census 2011 report and 

Bihar overtook WB. This was a thing which was quite discussed when the reports came. 

 

41. The child sex ratio takes into account which of the following age groups? 

(a) 0-1 year 

(b) 0-5 years 

(c) 0-6 years 

(d) 0-12 years 

Ans:c 

Explanation:- Simple question. UPSC has this habit of asking simple yet subtle things that we might ignore. 

The Census definition of child is one who is between 0 to 6 years of age. 

 

42. Ans:b 

Explanation: Socio economic and caste census was conducted the first time in India. It was undertaken 

through a comprehensive door to door enumeration across the country to enumerate castes along with 

socio-economic data. SECC paves the way to identify the households living below the poverty line in rural 

and urban areas of the country. The following households had the highest priority for inclusion in the BPL 

list. 

(a) Households without shelter 

(b) destitute/living on alms 

(c) Manual scavengers 

(d) Primitive Tribal Groups 

(e) Legally released bonded laborers 
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You can also apply some reasoning to get the answer. Merely being an SC/ST household does not mean 

belonging to BPL. There are many wealthy among them too. So, including them in the priority group does 

not make sense. Hence, eliminating statement 2 gives you the correct answer. 

 

43. Ans:c 

Explanation:- Even though Goa is quite developed, it‘s not slum free. Sikkim was designated slum free in 

2001, but now it has slums. In fact, only one state – Manipur (and few UTs) are designated slum free. The 

UTs are – 1. Daman & Diu; 2. Dadra & Nagar Haveli; 3. Lakshadweep 

 

44. Ans:a 

Explanation:- UPSC emphasizes basics and we need to get the basic definition of various terms that we use. 

So – Adolescents are those in the age group of 10-19 years. Youth are those in the age group of 15-24 

years. Sex ratio is the number of women per thousand men. 

 

45. Ans:a 

 

46. Ans:a 

 

47.Ans:-b 

Explanation:-The raid was conducted in April 1930 by Surya Sen and involved 65 activists under the 

banner of Indian Republican army - Chittagong Branch. Surya Sen was arrested in Feb 1933 and hanged in 

Jan 1934. 

 

48.Ans:b 

Explanation:- Syed Ameer Ali established a branch of the League in London in 1908. supporting the same 

objectives. 

 

49.Ans: d 

 

50.Ans: d 

Explanation:-It is true that so far no judge of the Supreme Court has been removed by impeachment, but 

there was one single case of impeachment that was put forth in the Lok Sabha against V Ramaswami 

(1991-1993) 

 

51.Ans:c 

 

52.Ans: b 

 

53. Ans:a 

 

54. Ans:c 

 

55. Ans:c 

 

56. Ans:b 

Explanation:-Paving the way for the first abdication by a Japanese emperor in nearly two centuries, Japan‘s 

Cabinet on 19 November 2017 approved a bill that would allow Emperor Akihito to step down. Paving the 

way for the first abdication by a Japanese emperor in nearly two centuries, Japan‘s Cabinet on 19 

November 2017 approved a bill that would allow Emperor Akihito to step down. 

 

57. Ans:c 

Explanation:-The Supreme Court has directed the Gujarat government to give 50 per cent reservation to 

the in-service candidates for admission to post-graduate medical diploma courses as per the regulations of 

the Medical Council of India. The apex court on 19 May 2017 directed the state government to grant the 
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reservation to these candidates in the second round of counselling, starting 20 May 2017 for admissions in 

PG courses. 

 

58. Ans:a 

 

59.Ans:d 

Explanation:-Anshu Jamsenpa, the Indian mountaineer from Arunachal Pradesh, has set the world record 

by becoming the world‘s first woman to conquer Mount Everest twice within five days. Jamsenpa along 

with Nepali climber Furi Sherpa scaled the peak at 8:00 am on May 21, 2017. Earlier, she stood atop of 

world‘s highest mountain on May 16, 2017. With this, Jamsenpa has also become the first Indian woman 

to scale Mt Everest for the fifth time. Beside this, Indian climbers Dhankude Kishor Dattatraya and Brij 

Mohan Sharma also scaled Mt. Everest on May 20, 2017. Brij Mohan Sharma, popularly known as Breeze 

Sharma has become the first civilian from the Indian Navy to summit Mount Everest. Earlier, Chhurim 

Sherpa (a Nepali mountaineer ) had scaled Mt Everest twice within a week, reaching the roof of the world 

first on May 12, 2012, then again on May 19. 

 

60.Ans:b 

Explanation:-The Haryana state government has recently launched e-textbook portal for school students. 

Now, students can download school books instantly from the e-textbook portal of the Haryana School 

Education Board (HSEB). As of now, 26 textbooks of classes IX to XII have been uploaded on the portal 

and these can be easily converted into audio files. The portal will also provide a facility to highlight certain 

portions of the e—textbooks making it easier for students to study. 

 

61.Ans:b 

Explanation:-The Annual Joint Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Exercise ―Karavali 

Karunya‖started by Indian Navy‘s Western Nava Command at Naval Station Karwar in Karnataka on May 

18, 2017. The HADR exercise involves both professional exchange and actual disaster response 

mechanisms is set on a Tsunami disaster scenario and  continued till 20 May 2017. 

 

62.Ans:b 

 

63.Ans:d 

Explanation:-In the revised series, WPI will continue to constitute three Major Groups namely Primary  

Articles, Fuel  &  Power  and  Manufactured Products. There are changes though to their weights in 

the index. 

A new ―WPI Food Index‖ will be compiled ( combining the  ―Food  Articles‖ under  ―Primary  

Articles‖ and  ―Food  Products‖  under  ―Manufactured Products‖) to capture the rate of inflation in 

food items. Additionally, seasonality of fruits and vegetables has been updated to account for more months 

as these are now available for longer duration. 

Item level aggregates for new WPI are compiled using Geometric Mean (GM) following international best 

practice and as is currently used for compilation of All India CPI. 

A high level Technical Review Committee has been set up for the first time to carry out dynamic review 

process in order to keep pace with the changing structure of the economy. 

 

64.Ans:a 

Explanation:-Union taxes are given in the list of 7th schedule in the constitution. 

 

65.Ans:b 

Explanation:- Red pigment of vertebrate blood is haemoglobin. Haemoglobin is a conjugated protein. It 

consists of a basic protein globin joined to a nonprotein group heme, hence the name haemoglobin. Heme 

is an iron-porphyrin ring. A mammalian haemoglobin molecule is a complex of 4 heme molecules joined 

with 4 globin molecules. 

 

66. Ans:a 
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Explanation:- The smooth muscle consists of long, narrow unbranched spindle-shaped fibres. Each fibre 

contains a single oval nucleus in its thick middle part. The cross- striations are absent so that the fibres 

look smooth, hence the name nonstriated. Its contraction is not under the control of the animal, therefore, 

also called involuntary muscle. 

 

67.Ans:a 

Explanation:- Basement membrane (basal lamina) is a thin sheet of fibrous proteins that underlies and 

supports the j cells of an epithelium, separating this from underlying tissue. Basement membranes are 

components of the extracellular matrix (= the viscous watery fluid that surrounds cells in animal tissue) 

and help to regulate passage of materials between epithelial cells and adjacent blood vessels. Each consists 

of a framework of collagen fibrils within which are glycosaminoglycans (mucopolysacc harides) and 

laminins, which are proteins that bind the basement membrane to neighbouring cells via cell adhesion 

molecules. 

 

68. Ans:c 

 

   69.Ans: c 

 

70.Ans:a 

Explanation:This question might look a bit tough and irrelevant. You are surely not expected to remember 

the highest and lowest data of various population groups. However, you can get the right answer by 

elimination. The underlying fact is that scheduled tribes are highest in those states where there are large 

forest areas. UP certainly don‘t have that. Infact, UP has a marginal population of ST. So, eliminate the 3rd 

statement and you get your ans. Also remember that UP has largest rural and SC population. 

 

   71.Ans:d 

 

   72.Ans: a 

 

73.Ans:-b 

Explanation:-Central government has exclusive power to impose tax which is not mentioned in state or 

concurrent list. 

74.Ans:d 

 

75.Ans:a 

Explanation:-Loan recoveries are the money, which the government had lent out in past, their capital 

comes back to the government when the borrowers repay them as capital receipts. long-term capital 

accruals to the government through the Provident Fund (PF), Postal Deposits, various small saving 

schemes (SSSs) and the government bonds sold to the public (as Indira Vikas Patra, Kisan Vikas Patra, 

Market Stabilization Bond, etc.) are also capital receipts. Grants are revenue receipts. 

 

76.Ans:d 

 

77.Ans:b 

Explanation:- VD Sarvarkar opposed the Quit India Struggle in 1942 

 

78.Ans:a 

 

79. Ans:b 

Explanation:-First session of Indian National Congress was in year 1885 in Bombay.4 

 

80. Ans:-a 

Eplanation:-Extremists were from 1905-1919. Post 1919, it was Gandhian era. 
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81. Ans:b 

Explanation:-This was done as a reactionary strategy of Britishers. 

82.Ans:d 

 

83.Ans:d 

 

84.Ans:c 

 

85.Ans:d 

 

86.Ans-a 

Explanation:-Chittagong Armoury Raid-April 1930; Abhinav Bharat - 1904; Anushi Ian Samiti - (1902, 

Calcutta) 

 

87.Ans:c 

 

88.Ans:a 

 

89.Ans:c 

Explanation:- R is incorrect as early nationalists fought for the rights of common people. 

90.Ans:b 

Explanation:- Registration of births and deaths. Since its the other function of the office of the registrar 

general and census commissioner, it‘s important that you know it. In this question, even if you didn‘t know 

the answer, you could apply your knowledge of current affairs. In India, we do not have a uniform civil 

code. This matter keeps coming up in the newspapers, and we read articles about minorities having their 

separate personal laws. So, if that is the case, how can the registrar general register marriages? That 

eliminates option a and c. You still do not get the answer, but atleast you get close. This application of 

whatever you are reading in current affairs to questions like these is the essence of UPSC preparation. 

Therefore, don‘t just read Apply what you read. 

 

91.Ans:b 

Explanation:-Now most people would think that our population growth rate has started declining recently 

and so statement 1 might be correct. However, the fact is the decadal growth rate saw a decline first in 

1981 after independence. This is the 4th time we are witnessing a decline. Statement 2 looks ridiculous and 

on first reading it appears wrong. But it is correct. This is what the census uses as its definition – Workers 

are those who have worked for atleast one day during the reference year. So, a surprising statement and 

hence important for UPSC exams. 

 

92.Ans:b 

 

93. Ans:d 

 

94.Ans:a 

 

95.Ans c 

 

96.Ans:d 

 

97. Ans:d 

 

98. Ans:d 
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99. Ans:d 

 

100.Ans:d 

 

101.Ans:d 

 

102. Ans:d 

 

103. Ans:d 

Explanation:- 

 

 

 

104. Ans:a 

Explanation:- 

 

 

 

105. Ans:d 

Explanation:- 

 

 

106. Ans:b 

Explanation:-  

https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-yibzN9YufSY/WSwWb1arwtI/AAAAAAAAJok/9yVJyKxVSCcXF4nQ8CuITNDRjO76GsN5ACLcB/s1600/6.PNG
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-x4eupCKIyMg/WSwWgK3mr0I/AAAAAAAAJoo/2fR-E2_wNjsEGQGROEPvUxfxe2-jXt-fQCLcB/s1600/7.PNG
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-bm7X2Gt9Z-I/WSwWkGYlo9I/AAAAAAAAJos/h0TJWH7V75QG5SzLItCa9Zf26DtCijl-ACLcB/s1600/8.PNG
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107 Ans:c 

Explanation:- 

 

108. Ans:d 

 

109.Ans d 

 

110.b 

Explanation:- Most people would have thought the answer as MOSPI, because that deals with statistics. 

The registrar general and census commissioner being under ministry of home affairs would have come to 

you as a surprise. But UPSC loves surprise, so don‘t get this wrong from now. 

 

111.Ans:b 

Explanation:-same physical and biological processes that operates today operated in the past. 

Uniformitarianism is the assumption that the same natural laws and processes that operate in the universe 

now have always operated in the universe in the past and apply everywhere in the universes 

 

112.Ans:a 

Explanation:-The bollywood actress Priyanka Chopra will be honoured with the Dadasaheb Phalke 

Academy Award under the newly introduced ―Internationally Acclaimed Actress‖ category for being an 

international icon. The award ceremony will be held on June 1, 2017 in Mumbai. The Dadasaheb Phalke 

Award is India‘s highest award in cinema and it was instituted in 1969. 

 

 

113. Ans:a 

114. Ans:a 

115.Ans:d 

116.Ans:a 

117. Ans: a 

118. Ans:d 

119. Ans:a 

120. Ans:d 

121.Ans.a  

Explanation:-Since the advertisement vouches for pure and natural honey, hence it is assumed that 

artificial honey can be prepared. However, assumption II is not based on the statement. 

 

122. Ans.b  

https://3.bp.blogspot.com/--jZIuTq4rwk/WSwWpMFhGwI/AAAAAAAAJow/yfiNmtKA50EnUv8N2KMX7A1NCUYLaQd0gCLcB/s1600/9.PNG
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Explanation:-Honey produced by company ‗X‘ is being recommended because of its quality, not because 

of the fact that no other company supplies pure and natural honey. Since advertisement recommends it, 

hence, it is assumed that people read advertisement. 

 

123.Ans.a 

Explanation:-Clearly, the statement is based on the assumption that shortfall in revenue collection leads to 

an increase in fiscal deficit. Hence, assumption I is implicit. 

 

124.Ans: a 

Explanation:-It is logical to say that at the age of 5 years the child reaches appropriate level of 

development and is ready to learn. Hence, assumption I is very much implicit in the statement. Assumption 

II is not implicit as it is not relevant 

 

125.Ans.d 

Explanation:-None of the assumptions is implicit in the statement as there may be various reasons for the 

same. 

 

 

 


